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BOOM!
We scrambled to the stairwell for safety from rockets.

 “You didn’t sing happy birthday to me yet!” my aunt said rushing 
to her three-year-old granddaughter whose hands were clutched to 
her ears as her mother held her tight. The little girl’s lower lip was 
twitching and she looked dangerously close to tears. Hustling to the 
VWDLUV�IRU�VKHOWHU�ZH�ZHUH�VHPL�RUJDQL]HG�±�NLGV�¿UVW��WKHQ�WKH�DGXOWV�
and my uncle in his wheelchair.

Then we started an impromptu Hebrew rendition of “Happy Birth-
day” in the stairwell. A neighbor joined in. Someone took photos of 
the 19 family members dispersed among the stairs. The eight-year-
old grandson clapped and cheered. The three-year-old started laugh-
LQJ��VKRZLQJ�RII�WKRVH�GLPSOHV��ELJ�EOXH�H\HV�GU\��'LVDVWHU�DYHUWHG�
– both tears and rockets.
$V�D�1HZ�<RUNHU�VSHQGLQJ�D�IHZ�ZHHNV�LQ�,VUDHO��,�FDQ�VD\�WKLV�ZDV�

D�¿UVW�IRU�PH��
%HIRUH�ZH�VDW�GRZQ�IRU�GLQQHU�LQ�KHU�KRPH�LQ�+RORQ��MXVW�RXWVLGH�

7HO�$YLY��P\�DXQW�KDG�VHW�RXW�D�SODQ�DIWHU�SXVKLQJ�DVLGH�WKH�OLYLQJ�
URRP�IXUQLWXUH�WR�¿W�D�ORQJ�GLQLQJ�URRP�WDEOH��7KH�SODQ�ZDV�VLPSOH��
LI�D�VLUHQ�JRHV�RII��ZH¶OO�JR�VORZO\�WR�WKH�VWDLUV�±�OLNH�D�JDPH�±�VR�WKH�
kids don’t get frightened.
%XW�ZKR�FDQ�SODQ�WKHVH�WKLQJV"�)LUVW�RI�DOO��RQO\�RQH�RI�XV�KHDUG�WKH�

VLUHQ��%\�WKH�WLPH�HYHU\RQH�HOVH�ZDV�FRQYLQFHG�WKHUH�ZDV�D�VLUHQ�ZH�
were scrambling. 

So we left mid-salads and hung out at the stairs. And sang “Happy 
Birthday.”
%HIRUH�WKH�VHFRQG�VLUHQ�RI�WKH�HYHQLQJ�VRXQGHG��ZH�ZHUH�DOUHDG\�

DOPRVW�WKURXJK�ZLWK�WKH�KRPHPDGH�¿VK�DQG�EURZQ�ULFH�P\�DXQW¶V�
two daughters brought. Her third daughter had brought the chocolate 
cake and the grandchildren. This is a household dominated by wom-
HQ�DYHUDJLQJ�¿YH�IHHW�WDOO��DQG��,¶YH�OHDUQHG��DOO�JRXUPHW�FKHIV�

BOOM! BOOM! BOOM!
“Fireworks!” someone said.
:HOO��QR��LW�ZDV�WKH�,URQ�'RPH�LQ�DFWLRQ��+RZ�PDQ\�ERRPV�GLG�ZH�

KHDU"�7KUHH"�)RXU"�'LG�WKDW�PHDQ�IRXU�+DPDV�URFNHWV�KHDGHG�LQ�RXU�

GLUHFWLRQ�ZHUH�LQWHUFHSWHG"�7KH�,URQ�'RPH�KDV�D����SHUFHQW�VXFFHVV�
WKHVH�GD\V��WKH�,VUDHO�'HIHQVH�)RUFHV�VD\V��7KDW�PXVW�EH�RQH�RI�WKH�UHD-
VRQV�ZH�DUH�EODVp�DERXW�WKH�ZKROH�WKLQJ��7KH�,URQ�'RPH�ZLOO�VDYH�XV�
:KHQ�WKH�VLUHQV�LQ�7HO�$YLY�¿UVW�EHJDQ�,�KDG�VRPH�TXHVWLRQV��:KDW�

if I’m jogging and a siren goes off? Find the closest building and go 
LQVLGH��RU�MXPS�WR�WKH�JURXQG�DQG�FRYHU�\RXU�KHDG��:KDW�LI�,¶P�GULY-
LQJ"�3XOO�RYHU��MXPS�WR�WKH�JURXQG�DQG�FRYHU�\RXU�KHDG��+RZ�ORQJ�GR�
,�VWD\�LQ�WKH�VDIH�URRP"�7HQ�PLQXWHV��JLYH�WKH�VKUDSQHO�WLPH�WR�ODQG�
not on you. What happens to dogs? Train them to go to the safe room 
ZLWK�\RX��$QG�WDNH�WKH�FDWV�LQ��WRR�
6LUHQV� DUH� D� WULFN\� EXVLQHVV��2QH� FRXVLQ�ZDV� GULYLQJ� GRZQ� WKH�

KLJKZD\�DQG�KHDUG�D�VLUHQ�EXW�VDZ�DQ�DPEXODQFH��VR�VKH�SXOOHG�RYHU�
to let the ambulance by but didn’t get out of her car. By the time she 
UHDOL]HG�LW�ZDV�D�URFNHW�VLUHQ��LW�KDG�HQGHG��7KH�PDLQ�ZRUU\�LV�EHLQJ�
hit by the falling shrapnel.
'XULQJ�WKDW�ZHHN��VLUHQV�VHUYHG�DV�P\�DODUP�FORFN�WZLFH��7KH�¿UVW�

WLPH�� LW�ZDV�DW������D�P��,�KDG�D�IHYHU�DQG�VWUHS�WKURDW�DQG�DOPRVW�
GLGQ¶W�JHW�RXW�RI�EHG�WR�JR�WR�WKH�VDIH�URRP��HYHQ�WKRXJK�LW¶V�LQVLGH�WKH�
DSDUWPHQW��7KH�VHFRQG�WLPH��DW�������D�P��RQ�)ULGD\��,�ZDV�DOUHDG\�RQ�
DQWLELRWLFV��IHHOLQJ�EHWWHU��DQG��\HDK��LW�ZDV�WLPH�WR�JHW�XS��
2QH�6DWXUGD\��+DPDV�ZDUQHG�URFNHWV�ZHUH�WR�KLW�7HO�$YLY�DW���S�P��

7KH�VLUHQV�EHJDQ�D�IHZ�PLQXWHV�ODWHU��DW������S�P��7KH�ERRPV�VHHPHG�
ORXGHU��FORVHU�WR�KRPH��$Q�RUFKHVWUD�RI�VLUHQV�DQG�ERRPV�ODVWHG�ORQ-
JHU�WKDQ�XVXDO��2Q�7XHVGD\�HYHQLQJ��,�ZDV�DW�WKH�7HO�$YLY�0XVHXP�
when the sirens went off. We all ran to the cafeteria downstairs. That 
time the boom shook the ground.
,¶P�OXFN\�WKH�DSDUWPHQW�,¶P�VWD\LQJ�LQ�KDV�D�VDIH�URRP��D�VDIH�URRP��

LV�D�UHTXLUHPHQW�IRU�UHFHQW�FRQVWUXFWLRQV�LQ�,VUDHO��PDNLQJ�LW�HDV\�WR�
UXVK�RYHU�QR�PDWWHU�ZKDW��%XW�D�FRXVLQ�FRQYLQFHG�PH�WKDW�VKDULQJ�D�
common safe room in an older building or a stairwell can be great for 
socializing. She met her neighbors of three years only after a siren 
EURXJKW�WKHP�WR�D�VDIH�URRP�WKLV�ZHHN��7KH\¶UH�QRZ�IULHQGV��PDNLQJ�
SODQV�WR�VHH�HDFK�RWKHU�RXWVLGH�WKH�FRQ¿QHV�RI�WKH�VLUHQV��
$QG�VR�LW�JRHV��5RFNHWV�FODVK�LQ�WKH�VN\�DERYH��OLIH�PRYHV�RQ�

below. �

Missiles clash in the sky above, life moves on below 
Birthday, with rockets

Residents take cover in the 
stairwell of their building during 
a rocket attack on Tel Aviv

NEW YORKER’S NOTEBOOK Keren Blankfeld
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